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3. For driving on their territory, Member States may grant
the following equivalences:

{a) motor tricycles under a licence for category B, for motor
tricycles with a power exceeding 15 kW provided that the
holder of the licence for category B is at least 21 years old;

(b) category Al motorcycles under a licence for category B.

As this paragraph is only valid on their territories, Member
States shall not indicate on the driving licence that a holder is
entitled to drive these vehicles.

4.  Member States may, after consulting the Commission,
authorise the driving on their territory of:

(a) vehicles of category D1 (with a maximum authorised mass
of 3 500 kg, excluding any specialised equipment intended
for the carriage of disabled passengers) by holders over 21
years old of a driving licence for category B which was
obtained at least two years eadier provided that the vehicles
are being used by non-commercial bodies for social
purposes and that the driver provides his services on a
voluntary basis;

=

vehicles of a maximum authorised mass exceeding 3 500 kg
by holders over 21 years old of a driving licence for cate-
gory B which was obtained at least two years before,
provided that the main purpose of the vehicles is to be used
only when stationary as an instructional or recreational
area, and that they are being used by non-commercial
bodies for social purposes and that vehicles have been modi-
fied so that they may not be used either for the transport of
more than nine persons or for the transport of any goods
other than those strictly necessary for their purposes.

Article 7

Issue, validity and renewal

1.  Driving licences shall be issued only to those applicants:

() who have passed a test of skills and behaviour and a theore-
tical test and who meet medical standards, in accordance
with the provisions of Annexes 1I and 11I;

(®

who have passed a theory test only as regards category AM;
Member States may require applicants to pass a test of skills
and behaviour and a medical examination for this category.

For tricycles and quadricycles within this category, Member
States may impose a distinctive test of skills and behaviour.
For the differentiation of vehicles in category AM, a national
code may be inserted on the driving licence;

(c) who have, as regards category A2 or category A, on the
condition of having acquired a minimum of 2 years’ experi-
ence on a motorcycle in category Al or in category A2
respectively, passed a test of skills and behaviour only, or
completed a training pursuant to Annex VI;

(d) who have completed a training or passed a test of skills and
behaviour, or completed a training and passed a test of skills
and behaviour pursuant to Annex V as regards category B
for driving a vehicle combination as defined in the second
subparagraph of Article 4(4){(b);

(e) who have their normal residence in the territory of the
Member State issuing the licence, or can produce evidence
that they have been studying there for at least six months.

2. (a) As from 19 January 2013, licences issued by Member
States for categories AM, Al, A2, A, B, Bl and BE shall
have an administrative validity of 10 years.

A Member State may choose to issue such licences with
an administrative validity of up to 15 years;

{b) As from 19 January 2013, licences issued by Member
States for categories C, CE, C1, C1E, D, DE, D1, D1E
shall have an administrative validity of 5 years;

(¢) The renewal of a driving licence may ftrigger a new
administrative validity period for another category or
categories the licence holder is entitled to drive, insofar
as this is in conformity with the conditions laid down in
this Directive;

d

The presence of a microchip pursuant to Article 1 shall
not be a prerequisite for the validity of a driving licence.
The loss or unreadability of the microchip, or any other
damage thereto, shall not affect the validity of the docu-
ment.

3. The renewal of driving licences when their administrative
validity expires shall be subject to

(@) continuing compliance with the minimum standards of
physical and mental fitness for driving set out in Annex Il
for driving licences in categories C, CE, C1, C1E, D, DE, D1,
D1E; and

{b) normal residence in the territory of the Member State
issuing the licence, or evidence that applicants have been
studying there for at least six months.

Member States may, when renewing driving licences in cate-
gories AM, A, Al, A2, B, Bl and BE, require an examination
applying the minimum standards of physical and mental fitness
for driving set out in Annex III.
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Member States may limit the period of administrative validity
set out in paragraph 2 of driving licences issued to novice
drivers for any category in order to apply specific measures to
such drivers, aiming at improving road safety.

Member States may limit the period of administrative validity of
the first licence issued to novice drivers for categories C and D
to 3 years in order to be able to apply specific measures to such
drivers, so as to improve their road safety.

Member States may limit the period of administrative validity
set out in paragraph 2 of individual driving licences for any cate-
gory in case it is found necessary to apply an increased
frequency of medical checks or other specific measures such as
restrictions for traffic offenders.

Member States may reduce the period of administrative validity
set out in paragraph 2 of driving licences of holders residing on
their territory having reached the age of 50 years in order to
apply an increased frequency of medical checks or other specific
measures such as refresher courses. This reduced period of
administrative validity can only be applied upon renewing the
driving licence.

4. Without prejudice to national criminal and police laws,
Member States may, after consulting the Commission, apply to
the issuing of driving licences the provisions of their national
rules relating to conditions other than those referred to in this
Iirective.

5. (a} No person may hold more than one driving licence;

(b} A Member State shall refuse to issue a licence where it
cstablishes that the applicant already holds a driving
licence;

{c) Member States shall take the necessary measures
pursuant to point (b). The necessary measures as regards
the issue, replacement, renewal or exchange of a driving
licence shall be to verify with other Member States where
there are reasonable grounds to suspect that the appli-
cant is already the holder of another driving licence;

{d

=

In order to facilitate the checks pursuant to point (b},
Member States shall use the EU driving licence network
ance it is (rpeml.innul.

Without prejudice to Article 2, a Member State issuing a
licence shall apply due diligence to ensure that a person
fulfils the requirements set out in paragraph 1 of this Article
and shall apply its national provisions on the cancellation or
withdrawal of the right to drive if it is established that a
licence has been issued without the requirements having
been met.

Article 8

Adaptation to scientific and technical progress

The amendments necessary to adapt Annexes I to VI to scien-
tific and technical progress shall be adopted in accordance with
the procedure referred to in Article 9(2).

Article 9
Committee

1. The Commission shall be assisted by the committee on
driving licences.

2. Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5a(1)
to (4), and Article 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply,
having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.

Article 10

Examiners

From the entry into force of this Directive, driving examiners
shall meet the minimum standards set out in Annex V.

Driving examiners already working in that capacity before 19
January 2013 shall be subject only to the requirements
concerning quality assurance and regular periodic training
measures.

Article 11

Various provisions concerning the exchange, the with-
drawal, the replacement and the recognition of driving
licences

1. Where the holder of a valid national driving licence issued
by a Member State has taken up normal residence in another
Member State, he may request that his driving licence be
exchanged for an equivalent licence. It shall be for the Member
State effecting the exchange to check for which category the
licence submitted is in fact still valid.

2. Subject to observance of the principle of territoriality of
criminal and police laws, the Member State of normal residence
may apply its national provisions on the restriction, suspension,
withdrawal or cancellation of the right to drive to the holder of
a driving licence issued by another Member State and, if neces-
sary, exchange the licence for that purpose.
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UK decision to invoke Article 50 of the TEU: More information v
EU driving licences
S{Anaad ot EU driving licences

Validityin‘different EUicountries If your driving licence is issued by an EU country, it's recognised throughout the EU.

Provisional driving licences So if you move to another EU country, you won't usually have to exchange your licence. You can drive in your new

country on your current licence as long as:
Recognition of EU driving licences
issued in exchange for a non-EU = itis valid

licence
= you are old enough to drive a vehicle of the equivalent category

= jtis not suspended or restricted and has not been revoked in the issuing country.

The categories AM, A1, A2, A, B, BE, B1, C1, C1E, C, CE, D1, D1E, D and DE are also recognised in other EU
countries.

Check the rules and exceptions on driving_licence renewal and exchange when moving to another EU country.

Standard format

Since 2013, all driving licences issued in the EU have a standard format — a plastic, credit card-sized photocard, with
better security features.

You can still use your old-style licence, but you will be issued with the new format when you renew your existing licence
and in any case at the latest by 2033.

If you have a driving licence which is valid for life, check with the national authorities when you have to exchange it for
the new standard model.

Find out more about your licence type®', including what it looks like, its security features, and the entittements and
vehicle categories listed on it.

Validity in different EU countries

When your driving licence expires, you must renew it in the country where you have your usual residence.

Your new licence may have a different validity period and will be subject to any restrictions or conditions that apply in
your new country.

10 years: Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Italy, Spain, Hungary, Ireland, Lithuania, Latvia,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Sweden, United Kingdom

15 years: Austria, Cyprus, Germany, Denmark, Finland, France, Greece, Poland, Slovakia
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